CURTIS

" Because Miss Kaye had used that for our meals," he
said.

Sir Henry pressed him almost to distraction with his
questions. He cried out in anger and in tears, and his
hands were trembling with rage before he collapsed and
said : " It is futile. It is futile." Later in the afternoon
Curtis calmly tore his evidence to pieces, leaving Mr.
Cassels only with the opportunity of asking the jury whether
a man murdered after he had obtained money? Where
was -the motive ? he asked. " Remembering all that this
man has gone through; all the things that c guilty * or
* not guilty * he has done, can you conceive that possibly
on the threshold of eternity you would get play-acting
from a man in such a grave position ? Have you before
you such an inhuman monster ? "

The answer of the jury the next day was "Yes."
Avory's summing-up was dead against him. Was there
anything in his story, even if they believed it whole-
heartedly, which would justify a verdict of manslaughter
or self-defence ? Emily Kaye was said to be strong and
athletic, but was there any ground for saying that without
a deadly weapon at hand Mahon's life was in such danger
that he was justified in killing her in order to save himself?

From Patrick Mahon's lips there came a bitter and
defiant protest as the death sentence was about to be
pronounced : " I am too conscious of the bitterness and
unfairness of the summing-up," he said, and as he was
led away it was seen that the artificial sun tan with which
he hoped to impress the court, was not proof against
the deathly pallor that had spread over his hands and
features. He had a colour perhaps appropriate to the
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